
C
hristmas in 
League City 
has always 

been special to me. In 
the ’60s, Santa would 
arrive on a trailer 
hooked to the back of 
a neighbor’s station 
wagon. Many a year 
later, Santa arrived on 
the back of the League 
City Volunteer Fire De-
partment ire truck. He 
still does to this day.

He also makes ap-
pearances all over the 
area now. I grew up 
waiting to see Santa 
come down the street. 

My daughter grew up 
waiting for the same 

thing, and now my 
granddaughter is wait-
ing for a tradition that 
has been part of our 
family for decades.

I guess sometimes 
you grow old and you 
never really know it. 
Christmas in League 
City was pretty cool in 
the ’60s and ’70s. For 
example, most of the 
businesses on Main 
Street decorated their 
stores. he decorations 
on the light poles on 
FM 518 were more in-
tricate than those now. 
(Hey, I understand tax-

payers’ cost and the big 
government thing, but 
that is the way it was.)

I guess because we 
were a smaller town 
there was a sense of 
unity. Now, I am not say-
ing we were all friends; 
however, political battles 
were over ater the elec-
tion. While it did happen 
in those days, very few 
friendships were de-
stroyed by city politics as 
they are today.

Anyway, there was 
a block party in New-
port where the block 
was void of traic and 

everyone was invited to 
a multihouse party. I say 
multihouse; however, 
the party started at one 
house every year but 
seemed to go to diferent 
homes as the evening 
progressed.

I was too young to 
understand the situation 
and, frankly, am glad I 
was. I like to remember 
my parents as parents 
and not happy-go-lucky, 
free individuals that had 
their own lives.

Last year, I shared the 
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pendent School Dis-
trict Superintendent 
Ecomet Burley ob-
jected Friday to part 
of a public informa-
tion request he Dai-
ly News iled while 
checking claims that 
oicials were using 
school district re-
sources to drum up 
support in an upcom-
ing tax election. 

he newspaper 
asked that the infor-
mation be provided 
by 5 p.m. Monday.

Burley said the 
newspaper could not 
“demand that we have 
something to you by 5 
p.m.” 

he Daily News re-
quested copies of all 
materials distributed 
to the public concern-
ing the tax ratiication 
election, as well as 
audio, text, scripts or 
records of automated 
calls made by the 
school district to the 
public concerning the 
election. 

“hese are items 
that have been made 
available to the public, 
and we expect them to 
be provided to us by 
the school district by 
5 p.m. Monday,” he 
Daily News request 
stated. he request for 
material by Monday 
was based on the fact 
that early voting for 
the Dec. 15 election 
is ongoing and that 
accusers were mak-
ing unconirmed al-
legations against the 
district.

Burley said the re-
quest sounded like a 
demand or a threat.

“We don’t have 
a problem with re-
sponding, but we are 
not going to start hav-
ing you tell us when 
we need to respond,” 
Burley said. 

he Daily News 
stated that since these 
were items that had 
already been distrib-
uted to the public, 
they could be provid-
ed to the newspaper 
immediately. 

Texas law requires 
that public enti-
ties provide public 
records in a timely 
manner. Oten, read-
ily available records 
are provided in less 
than 24 hours.

he only deadline 
provided by the law 
is that public entities 
have 10 days to re-
quest from the state 
attorney general an 
opinion to withhold 
the requested infor-
mation.

he Daily News 
considered two days 
— excluding this 
weekend — as a rea-
sonable time to gather 
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Guest column
Chris John 
Mallios, a 
longtime 
resident 
of League 
City, is 
writing a 
series of 
occasional 
columns about the history 
of his hometown. He can 
be reached at mallios@
comcast.net.
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Getting in the Christmas spirit

By CHRISTOPHER SMITH GONZALEZ
The Daily News

T
he 15th annual Holiday 
in the Park drew a fes-
tive crowd Saturday as 

it wound down Main Street in 
League City. 

his year’s festival theme was 
“A Tribute to Santa’s Workshop 
and the Elves.”

Kim Hennigan was on a loat 
Saturday night waiting for the 
Grand Parade of Holiday in the 
Park to start. She was joined by 
more than thirty of her students, 
ranging from 4 to 18 years old, 
from her dance studio, Kim’s 
Performing Arts Studio in Dick-
inson. 

his was the ith year Henni-
gan and her studio have partici-
pated in the parade and it was 

especially important to do so in 
time’s like these. 

“hat’s why we do it,” she said. 
“To get the kids excited about 
Christmas.” 

Besides the League City parade, 
she and her students will be in 
the Dickinson and the Santa Fe 
parades, Hennigan said.

Above, Cub Scout Pack 678 
builds toys in the Grand Night 
Parade. Top right, he Grinch 
drives a ire truck in the parade. 
Middle right, 7-year-old Ashton 
Horton waits for the parade to 
begin. Bottom right, 6-year-old 
Kiersten Ramirez waves to the 
crowd as she walks in the Grand 
Parade. Below, Clear Creek 
senior Jackie Koonce waves in 
the parade. Below right, the ire 
department color guard leads the 
parade.
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